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TO THE STUDENTS

ocean, they are as unreal as mirage. For the education that they
receive and the life they are taught to live cannot give them the
vital energy to win Swaraj, whereas an institution like the
Vidyapith can do so in a large measure as one can see from the
last year's record. Let those who have helped to maintain the
Vidyapith realize that their money has been spent to noble pur-
pose and that it has come back to them with compound interest.
Let them study the Registrar's report and see if any institution
in India can boast of a prouder record. I invite their attention to
Kakasaheb's appeal for funds and trust that the money needed
will be paid up automatically.

"Young India, 16-4-1931
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SELF-RESPECT ABOVE ALL
I have letters from several provinces saying that the edu-
cation authorities are imposing conditions on the return of stu-
dents who had left their schools or colleges during the struggle.
A circular of which a copy has been sent by one of the corres-
pondents requires parents to give guarantees that their chil-
dren will not take part in politics. These correspondents ask me
whether these conditions are consistent with the Settlement.
Without entering into that question for the time being I
have no hesitation in saying that neither students nor parents
if they have any self-respect left in them should accept such
conditions. What will it profit the students or the parents if
they have to lose their souls to gain the questionable advantage
of a public education and a certificate ? There are the national
institutions open to the students. If they do not like these, they
can study at home. It is a gross superstition to suppose that
knowledge can be obtained only by going to schools and col-
leges. The world produced brilliant students before schools and
colleges came into being. There is nothing so ennobling or lasting
as self-study. Schools and colleges make most of us mere recepr
tacles for holding the superfluities of knowledge. Wheat is left
tmt and mere husk is taken in. I do not wish to decry schools
and colleges as such. They have their use. But we are making,